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you easelye perceave howe lytle tyme would be enoughe, yea ^ and
to niuche to stoore use with all things that maye be requisite ehher
for necessitie, or for commoditye, yea or for pleasure, so that the
same pleasure be trewe and natural. And this in Utopia the thinge
it selfe niakethe manifesto and playne. For there in all the citye,
with the whole contreye, or shiere adjoyning to it scaselye 500.
persons of al the whole numbre of men and women, that he neither
to olde, nor to weake to worke, be licensed and distcharged from
laboure.
Amonge them be the Siphograuntes (whoe thoughe they be by the
lawes exempte and privileged from labour) yet they exempte not
themselfes: to the intent that they may the rather by their example
provoke other to worke. The same vacation from labour do they
also enjoye, to whome the people persuaded by the commendation of
the priests, and secrete election of the Siphograuntes, have geven a
perpetual licence from laboure to learninge. But if any of them
prove not accordinge to the expectation and hoope of him conceaved,
he is forthwith plucked backe to the company of artificers. And
contrarye wise, often it chaunceth that handicraftes man doth so
earnestly bestowe his vacaunte and spare houres in learinge, and
throughe diligence so profyteth therin, that he is taken from his
handy occupation, and promoted to the company of the learned*
Oute of this ordre of the learned be chosen ambassadours, priestes,
Tranibores, and finallye the prince him selfe. Whome they in theire
olde tonge cal Barzanes, and' by a newer name, Adanius.
The residewe of the people being neither ydle, nor yet occupied
about unprofitable exercises, it may be easely judged in how fewe
houres how niuche good woorke by them may be doone and dis-
patched, towardes those thinges that I have spoken of. This com-
modity they have also above other, that in the most part of neces-
sary e occupations they neade not so much work, as other nations doe.
For first of all the guildinge or repayringe of houses asketh everye
where so manye inens continual labour, bicause that the unthrifty
heire sufTereth the houses that his father buylded in contyneuaunce
of tyme to fall in decay. So that which he mighte have upholder),
wythlytle coste, hys successoure is constreyned to buylde it agayne a
newe, to his great charge. Yea manye tymes also the howse that
stoode one man in muche moneye, another is of so nyce and soo
delycate a mynde, that he settethe nothinge by it.
And it beynge neglected, and therefore shortelye fallyinge into
ruyne, he buyldethe uppe another in an other place with no less coste
and chardge. But amonge the Utopians, where all things be sett
in a good ordre, and the common wealthe in a good staye, it very
seldom chaunceth, that they cheuse a newe plotte to buyld an house
upon. And they doo not only finde spedy and' quicke remedies for